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ur thanks to Elias Harrington, ouelv designer wh

AUSTIN COURT OF APPEALS
UPHOLDS POLITI CAL SPEECH
ON WEST TEXAS BILLBOARD

TheTexas Civil Rightsdfect won anapr, precedent-
settingvictory in the Austin Court éfppeas on April 5,
whichheld the State Highway Beautification Act cannot be
used to squelch patal speech on priegproperty.

Colorado City attorney Pat Barber had put a
billboardof his propertysaying, “Just Say NdSearches.”

Continued pagd

TCRP HELPS WIN $1MILLIO N
FUND FOR PRIVACY GRO UPS

Thanksto cooperating attorney Geoff Caogt of
Austin,TCRP has helped setaig1lmillioncy prdéand to
bedisbursed torganizationaround Texas and the country
that do privacy worlof consumers ana@r people.

This case originatas a nationwiddass action, filed

You can even send lisAUStin, againgt telemarketing firthatcontracted with

the Texas prison gg¢sn and then turnedredit card
information overa prisoners focomputerizing.
Continued megé

AMARILLO J UDGE BANS RANDOM
DRUG TESTING OF STUDENTS

U.SDistrid Judg Rosemary Robinsorn Mevember
30, dter trial, issued an order, prohibiting random drug
testingof students in Tulia Indepesmd School District
whowished tgarticipate iextracurricular acities, such
as band and sports.
Continued oyepa



BILL OF RIGHTS DINNER 2001 initiated by TCRP over the last year and a half.

Henry B. Gonzale Award ANOTHER TCRP WIN IN COURT

Plansare underway for ot” Annual Bill ofRights TravisCounty Courait Law was the scenfea success-
Dinner. We anticipat8aturday, Octob2" as the dateful jury triabn behalbf Letesia Canti-McGarrahan in mid-
of the big event. As usuale will le entertained andApril. Leti and her husband Ed, both architects, do exter
inspiredby the speakers, musicians, poets, and stsil@t/olunteaerork in East AustisHispanic community,
essayists, who honor and revitalize us with their talewherethey live. They also liard remodel houses for

This year we begin our annualil aights aweds, poor people, andngploy community p#ple as workers.
namedfterformerlegendary Comgss Member Henry B. A disgruriled, well-to-do hoenowner sued Leti be-
Gonzaleof SarAntonio, a courageous civil righittneer causeshe did not like the aonditioner model a wkar
and leader his entiredif His son, Congrebfember hadinstalled. Rather thheti switctout the A/C unitshe
Charlessonzalezyill attend and make tlysar'swards. terminatedthe contract, and sued Leti fd5®00 in

If you would like to volunteer with plamitre damagesplus $25,@ for mental distressand $25,000
dinneror helping with thelent awction, please contadttorney’s fees. Leti aBd had taken the remodelind

Susan Scott at 474730 becausehey knew her from éir kids’ school. They
Watch your mail for forthconmg invitationsand worked evenings and Labor Day weekend to oblige her.
information. Hopeotsee you there! Thejury consisted ofl aninority women, and wiaed

beforeJudge Orlinda Naranjo — all a coemtaryon the
effectiveness of the federal Voting Rights Act.

Letiand Ed helped remodel TC&éfficeseven years
AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS AND TCRP ago,ata subsintial discount, wherevbought a former

APPEAL CHARITABLE CHOICE DECISION  crackhouse in East AustifiVe’re proud of the imgssive

, , work they do, at greagngonal sacrifica@rfpoor people.
TheAmerican Jewish Coegs and TCRP are appeal-

ing the decisiorby U.S District Judge Sam Sparks fx )G TESTING BANNED |, continued from page 1
dismisstheir case, eftenging the Washington County TCRPrepresented a brother and sister, who were no
JobsPartnershiprogram, a versiah Charitable Choice P ’

. allowedo participate bewisehey objected in principle to

sponsored by Prdent Bush when he wgsvernor. i »

AJCand TCRmroughtsuit because tax monies wé domadrug testing. Both were excellent_ e
usedto purchase bibles atefch job trainees the way chooland no dlsqlpllnaryecords at all. Theiousin, a
improvetheir employment opptunities wate develop a igh SChOOI studenoined the sufiro se - .
personatelationship wh Jesus Christ. Two of the four. Thejudge.ruled that the random, susp|C|oinI|ess testir
eveninglasses eanleek were devotéalbiblical studieé"mateCthe privacy protections of the Fourtﬁ_ . nd-
andvalues. Both AJand TCRP support the work omentto the Federal Coiisttion, ad the prohibition on

private religous organizations to do job training, ereasonable Se‘?‘es and Selzures.
oppose use of taxpaganoney for thesprojects. Thiswas a major victobecausef the large numbef

—— : hool districts in the state that werewng tovard
Sparkslismissed thease orthe grounds thatinge >° . :
the ngs Partnership Program ha% ceasekist the expanded testing. After this case, that effort stopped.

lawsuitvas mootAJC and TCRP argued that, because o he school district has appealed to the Fifth Circuit.

polides of the Department of Human Services, the ur thanks to Ted Rosg, wlhnel!oed try the case
problem would contire to rise in the fute. well, and to Peter Haf, who is helping ohé appeal

TCRP SETTLES 18 PUBLIC ACCOMMODA-
TIONS SUITS SINCE DECEMBER 2000

TCRPcontinues witlgreat progressthe most active
publicaccommodations litigainiTexas, settling a total of
18lawsuits involvinggtirimination agastpeopldecaus
of race or disabyit

Someof the cases involttee citie®f El Paso, Austin
and Beaumont, sawel as Gregg County and various
restaurarst, department storesind a national bank + al
throughout Texas.

Virtuallyall the cases ariset of various campaigns



TITLE IX PROGRAM WI LL PROVIDE NEW MONTHLY
EDUCATIONAL AND LEGAL SUPPORT DONOR CAMPAIGN

IN RURAL COMMUNITIES TCRPIis kicking off a nemonthly donor campaign.
O'][he purpose of this it is to recrdiand acknowleg

In just the first six months bér National Association ; o
thosesupporters who agg that promotirgpual civil rights

PublicInterest laviellowship, Andre@unn has made tercif
stridesin addressing fle IX inequities thnaghout Texas
throughthe TEAM (Teach, Empeer, Achieve, Motivate‘)iS
Initiative.

in Texas is of vitahportance to ALL Dans.
Annually,for each $15.00 monthdonation we can
sistone abusedjndocumented woman with her INS
Self-Petitiopapers. For a $20.00/month donati@can

LITIGATION ndertakea public accommodations lawsuit against &
Andrea igurrently litigatingyvo cases involving Title I)giscriminatinp fditiy. A $50.00/ month c:mributiongwill €
discriminationthe outcomes of whicwil make dramatic 9 y. ’

changes in two ruralr®ol districts allowus to launch another ADA education cagmpa a
The importance of the TEAM Initiative cannot beeun rural\llgiil(:ti;(r)vv\(/rr]{at amount ypledge, we wilise your

scoredenough because thienplefact is that, despite all th : . unt y ge, € you

known benefits to girls who play sports, young Woime@onatlonwlsely and efficidy to protect the rights of

: - : : ho have no whetseeto turn.
Texasare gtl not provided with equal opportunities ose wh . . .
participatén spots. They are continually denied the same ‘dditionallyyour donation can be debited directinir
opportunitiesand benfits that boys and young menjoy, your checking account each month -- you specify the da
whichultimately cheateemof the opportunytto reach theirandamount tche withdrawn. Or wean send you a packet

full athletigpotential and dimitisstheir chances for tege grrg(r:\t\l/eltc())p{e_ééopbe ustaremit your monthly donation
scholarships. y '

OUTREACH AND EDUCATION Youchoose the amount and mettivatbest suits your

Theoutreah and educational compan of the TEAM situation. In reim for your moritly support ....
Initiativewill create an avearesf the importantale that
sportsparticipation plays & young girlige. They will show
that particpating in sportsetps students ddep physically
and intellectually, as well iagprove their seédeemand
cooperative skills.

Our written outreach materials will be distributed to
schoolsandcommunity groups. Also, Andrea will be workin
with University ofTexas’ communication studetotdevelop
avideo featuring youngis and women athletes discussing
the impact of spaton their lives.

® Wewill add your name the Civil RightMemo-
rial Mural Wall at ourustin office

® You will receive apegdal quarterly Circle of

Friendsnewsletteupdating you on cases and

other matters of intesein which TCRP is in-

volved.

%) Youwon't receive regular pleas fnragasking for

your financial suppo

Civil Rights Memawviatal at Texas Civil

Girls who patrticipatregularly in physicatisgity ... Rights Project where donors will be ligted

® Improvetheir self esteertheir physical and mah
health, and their academerformance.

® Participate less in high risk behaviors

® Reducetheir risk for many cbnic diseses of
adulthood.

The PresidenCoucil ;m Phgical iEness and Sport

Please considejoining
our monthly campaign!!

Unfortunately, all girls dmt enjoyequal access $ports. POLITICAL BILLBOARDS UPHELD, ontinued from page
Economicracial and socibarriers preseserious obstacles
to girls in uder®rved areas of Texas well as nationally. _
TheTEAM Initiative outreach arelucation project wilelp Alsoon the sign was a telephonenber to call tget tape-
to break down these bimms ad empower these younigcordedhformation about theonstitutionaights people

womento demand their rights to equal access to sp@t§with respect to higray searches by &exDeprt-
programs. ment of Public Satffe officers.

If you would like todinvolved with TEAM or serve on  Barbehimself hadbserved a number@PS automo-

the TEAM advisory laod, p|ease contact &ed at TCRP. bile searches on ruia20 in West Texas that he thought
wereillegal. He wanted towast travelers of their rights




underthe U.S. Constitution through hildmard and tape€ontactedthat the proposed settlemeind dot provide

recording.

Barbeiis criminal defenst@ney inColoradcCity and a

very well for the claas a whole.

He and JinHarrington therntervened in the case on

one-timeassistant district attorney and former candidatédbalfof the EasAustin woman to saside the proposed
the Court of CriminaAppeals.

His suit claimed that thecal sheriff becamery upsé mentalcommon law and constitutional righTexas, the
whenhe rased his bill board dput pressure dhe Texasclassnembers shoulda@vebetter payments ifpgisoner
Departmenbdf Transportation (TxDOT), which enforces thadactuallgontacted them or, if pppisoner had contact
Highway Beautification Act, to make him take it down. them at least a paymeh$t00.

Originally,Barber had
won a temporary restrain
ing order fom District
JudgeSwanne Covington
that lasted about an yea
However, another judge
enteredinal judgment and
dismisseBarber'sase At
that point, he sough

classsettlement, arguirigat, becae priacy is a funda-

In addition, they arraed to set up aypresund of

“...it would appear that tlﬂe $900,000xhich with interst now totalsabout $1 million.

rightto conveyurely ideo
logicalspeech ialso a righ
inherentntheownership of

property.”
— Austin Court of Apeals

TCRP’'assiginceThetrial
judge also assa$sdtorney’s feescnosts against Bar.
The Court of Appeals, in &rgthy opinion by lice

Thatfund would then besed to provide supportdgooups
aroundthenation and Texashich did work to protect the
privacyightsof corsumers, especially low-income persons
The agreement alsoludeda proviso that aboblf
thefunds wouldjo for work in Texaand the middlpart
of the country, outside the EastlaVest Coasts. TCRP
al®o receied one of the seats the 5-person comttge
that decides how tistribute the funds.
Cyprefunds areften set up in class actiovizere it is
difficut to measure how muchaghage individlialass

MackKidd, emphasized the importancapérson’s propertymembes suffered, as an alternative way of protecting th

in Texas and the sahcbf political speech

The court also nadeéhatBarber had no otheray to get

his personal “ideolagal” message out to the public that

rights of the class.
Thecy presmmittednas received funding requests for
tearly$3 million and is in the process of evaluatiag th

wantedto reach other tmato wuse his own property androposals. The committee expects to make its finat de

relatively inexpensive method, a billboard.
Theappellateourt made it cledghat, since this is thiest

sions by mid-May.

case of itgind in the country and may have ramifications for
other States, too, that try to bar political speech on private

property.

TCRPDirector Jim Hamgton, who handleddhappea
for Barbersaid, “This is a resounding victory for the rigiht{
Texansto make political sahents, even aboutetpolice,
with which law enforcemeofficials disage.”

The Court of Appeals specifically eatk aninjunction
againsTxDOT andthe Texas Attornéyeneral from enfor
ing the Batification Act as todBber, and sent the edmck
to the trial judge for a determination of the amouattof
ney’s fees and costs to which TCRP may be entitled.

Matt Holder, now aattorney practicingldor law in Sat
Antonio with David VanOs, evked on the appellateiddr
while clerking with TCRP, aBd University of @xas law
students Nikki Térpe and David Almanddr.

PRIVACY VICTORY, continued from front page

. STALWART
VOLUN&TEERS qﬁm! “
Gfm.

DEDICATED
INTERNS
TCRPis grateful to thimllowing persons, whave
dedicated manyolrs as volunteers Witis:
® Lisa Durbin, fronCalifornia Western Gade

L of Law, who spent Spring Semester as an intern

® lIsaac F. HarringtonUniversity of Texdsaw
SchoolBarron & Budd Hiew)

® Mimi Whittemore - Uniersity of Texas

® Christina Hwang - UTalw School

® Katie Hughes - University of Texas Law School

Prisonerseventually initiated m@act with some of the
22,00people whose addressand telephones yhieceied
— or sold the infonation to others.

Geofflearnedhrough an Eagtustin woman, who hesif

wasone of the class membemd whom a prisoner had

NEWS FROM THE VALLEY

Our South Texas Project cohorts in the RienGe



Valley-- Paul Gabriegttorng/, Sr. Moira Kenny, @degal,  Paul comes to thgrojectwith many years’ ex@erce
andJaimeOrtiz, legahssistant and office manager -- contitu@ankruptcy lawral a special intest in constutional
their untiring efforts on behalf of farm workers and-low. He began his law career as a law clerkUaih
income people. District Judge George Kazen in Laredo.
STP'wiolence Against Women ARAWA) projechas Sr.Moira Kenny recr@t Palfrom her community
an unbroken string of suesses. Eight severehbuse sociajusticecolleagues, workinog the “living wage” and
undocumenteadvomen have centy received Deferral ofingle-membaetistrictsn McAllen, when the impid Ray
Depottation documents, and all but two received W&HK announced his dafgure.
AuthorizationCards (these are inetworks). Under the  Paulis maried to Olga, who murrently finishig her
VAWA project undocumeed women abused bgousesvho Master'®egreen Public Health dtexas A&M - McAllen
are US citizas or egal permanent resitie with STP’sandisherself startingnew job with th€hildren’s Defense
assistancean self-petition to thi?lS for protection underFundbeing establishedtireRio Grande Valley. Paul and
immigration law. Olgahave a son Matthew tjfisishing 3 grade Olgaalso
Weare prouaf the STP staff's VAWA work agdateful hastwo sons, Jwho graduatefdiom the Naval Academy-
their efforts bring such hope dnjoy into the live of these Annapolis in 1997, anash, who is in the USaMy.
battered women, who dege better.. Wewelcome Paul and his fyrasa part of our Texas
STP’Colonia Rights Project also has had a huge impadt.Rights Projecamily, and are doulgyatefuthat he
JaimeOrtiz wakeyin straightening ba hopelessly entaeg)l has come on board saickly.
contractfor deed situation involving 65 lot<Colonia South
Side-- a third-world hodgepodgesafuatters, rentetsuyers, iBienvenido, Paul!
and owners.
TEanksto Ja{mz’$ir3lessl efforésp(;re tflan 45 ;amilies TCRP REBUKES U.SSUPREME COURT
now have proprty deeds, clean dring water, and sewer
service. STPlikewise is very close to getting water and FOR INVALIDATING PART OF ADA
sanitatiorto Colonia Garcjand deedsyater, anganitation  The Texas Civil Rights dject in a February 21

service to Colonia &vifio. o statementyebuked the Supreme Courtifalidatinghat
STPrecently fileéederal tort claims two separate Casesurtof the Americans with Disabilities Act thathibits

of abuse against the UStGms Servicén bothVelasquez \gatengencies from digminating gainst employees with
US Custonasdislas v US Custamgentsibused the rights ofjisapilities.

thepeople involvedTheplan is eventually to file federal suits i, Harrington, TCRP Director, called the decision
againsthe customs agenthere is a rising tide of harassmeyt of touch with realityand "reprehensibletitscallous

intimidation and abuse at therder crossingagions. STP isgisregaraf the centuries of dismination facedly people
working diligently tetem that tide, andverse it. with disabilities.

Apart from all thesgood deeds, STRaintains a regular  The Court's 5-4 decision iniversity Alabana Board
docketof cases for farm laborers aralonieesidents, andyf Trustees v.
helps with their comunity organizing. Garett hed

A FOND FAREWELL ... ;hr:‘t IoSt aetz "Over the last ten years, the Supreme
ploye Cout has shown a clear agenda to

Thereare not enough ways &y shanks to —or sepa  could not sue | 6,y state agencies discriminate
tive adjectives to desbe the work of — Ray Gill foriiten State agencies| \yithimpunity.In effect, the Suprene
years of dedicated Wwawith the South Tex&soject. for disabily | court is rendering the Fourteerlth
We camot say it any more eloquently than all the pedffiaiminatio | Amendnent into a historiad
who gathered in late March in San Juigimsadness in theiand colled | q45cument— the only person whon

=)

hearts and gratitude in their souls ---- damagessuch | hecourt haseen fito protect under
— thanks, Ray fahe tremendous €ifence you'veade as lost wages,| ihe FourteenttAmendmenin recen
in the lives of farmvorkers and the poor the Valley. lost benefits yearsis President George .\Bush
Everyone’s lives aretterfor all that you did,ral did so etc. Titlell of | 54 his efforts toblock the Florida
tirelessly and witl snuch passion fqustice. the ADA, | yote re-ount. Equal protectign
iGracias, Ray, y muy buena suerte! passeth 1990, | 4npliedo PresiderBushput not, a$
hadauthorized| he Court held today, to peephit
... AND A WARM WELCOME such lawsuits. | gisapjlitiesvho sufer discriminatiof
Harrington

from state agenciés

TCRPextendst warm welcome aatraztw PaulGabriel, 3id it was TCRP Press Relehse

who has taken over aeedtor of the Southiexas Project. "nre-postera-




s' for Chief Justice Redjuist, to argue d@h Congess hd highschool kid a lesson, or for whatevgriad reasons
improperlyincluded state agcies under the ADbecausethat human peativity can conjure up. No matter how
therewas not enough proof that agenciesdiscriminatedimproperthe motivation, the arrest will be legal because ¢
againspeople withdisabilities over thy@ars: "Justice Step the Lago Vista case.
Breyer’sdissent how falskat prgosition is by atthimg a ~ ThelLago \fsta opinion will makeharder to resdin
43-pagesummary oféstmony before Congress, showingcialprofilingbecause it gives thelice one more way to
patternsof discrimination, state by state. For the majorityssftheir discretion — "it wasn’etase she was African
the Court to ignorghat extensivdocumentation shows hovimericanbut because she didmveher seat belt on, that
intentit is to impose its own agendatios civil rights laws of arrested her." Asugtice O’Connor put, "unbounded
the nation, strip awdrom Congress its preraiie to passdiscretion ... cags with it grave poteal for abuse."
such laws, and ignohe twill of the people.” One other alarming thad of I@ic in the majority
The only bright part of the opinion is that the Cowpinionis that it wouldoe po difficult for officers to
speificallyheld that the ADA applied to local and coutiggmember which are ngailable offenseadwhich are.
governments,and it also left operhd possibilt tha Theconclusion seems to be thatgbkce should have
employeeswith disabilities cadil get injunctions ainst theoption of jailingeveryone singbey cannot remember
discriminatory enployment practices, if not monetawhomnot tojail. Or, to put it artber way, the ne¢sult is
damages. to discourage police iméng kecause the less the officers
The decision will not aftt States, likeexasthat have know, the safer theyedrom lawsuits.
their own laws agairsttite agencidgsat discriminatagainst ~ Constitutionallitigation should have the result of
employees with dishibes. spurring training, not lessening its need.
Thedecisiordoes not apply to privatbusinesses, which As the dissent saidhet Supreme d@rt "cloaked
arecovered by Title llbf the ADA. TheCourt has alreadyointless indignit... with the mantle cdasonableness” —
upheldone case under Tiflg, finding a dentist could bend greatly dimished our rights.
liablefor not treating patient with HIV infgion inhis office.

THE SUPREME ) _ _ _ When you vote for President,
COURT'S ... a relatively minanaffic you vote for the Supreme Court.
infraction may ofteserve as
SEAT BELT an excuse for stopping ang
DECISION harassing an indivil."
AND Justice Sandra Day O’Connor

MORE RACIAL dissenting

PROFILING

The Supreme&ourt’s decision the Atwater v. Layesta
casehas alarmg and severe consequences on the lives of
Texans and our persadirfiieedoms.

The5-4 decisiogrants total discretion to police to arrest,
handcuffand thronsomeone in jail pendibgil, even when
the offense carri@® jail time penalty.

All one need do is sit iratfic ourt a few hours to learn
how many times, over andchag the police claim they made
theinitialtrafficstop because thew#r was not wearing atse
belt (just as happed toGail Atwater in Lago Vista). One
thing leads to another .het smellof alcolol, suspicious
movementsand so on ... arithally the officefinds reason to
ticket, and usually arrest, the person.

We will see, thanks to yahother dismayinggpolice
decisionby the high court, greateseu of pretext and
retaliatoryarrests. More pple willbearrested and taken off
to jail for notwearing seat beltsfor minor offenses begse
theofficers just dot likethe person, feel tiedividuals not
respectfuénough, dislike mority personsyant to teacthat



